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How many young Marxists of today, entangled in "dialectics,"
swear by Marx as people used to swear by Aristotle. Their "culture"
begins and ends with Marxism, and this allows them, they think, to
understand everything, to judge everything; and everything that es-
capes Marxism or contradicts it they declare insignificant or bad.

It is noteworthy that certain pure theoreticians of Marxism expect,
hope, demand of society, of the social state, what they in no wise be-
gin by achieving in themselves. For the Christian, the revolution
takes place within himself. I should like to be able to say: within him-
self first; but most often that revolution is enough for him; while the
outer revolution is enough for the others. These two efforts, these two
results, I should like to be complementary and believe that, often,
they are rather artificially opposed.

A constant need of reconciliation torments me; it is a failing of my
mind; it is perhaps a good quality of my heart. I should like to marry
Heaven and Hell, a la, Blake; 25 reduce oppositions and most often
refuse to see anything but misunderstandings in the most ruinous and
fatal antagonisms. "Individualism and Communism . . . how can you
claim to reconcile those adversaries, even in yourself?" my friend
Martin du Card said to me laughingly. "They are water and fire."
From their marriage is born steam.

What a sorry need of hatred I feel everywhere todayl A need of
opposing all things that ought to understand one another, complete
one another, fecundate one another, join togetherl . . .

Between materialism and spiritualism the opposition would be less
bitter if, instead of "materialism,'* it was admitted that "rationalism" is
meant. Thenceforth an understanding is not impossible. As for me, I
feel profoundly that of these two states of mind, one has everything
that the other just happens to lack. I cannot accept an irrational spir-
ituality nor endure a materialism exclusive of all spirituality. But peo-
ple become stubborn; and the materialist does not recognize that he
can negate the spirit only with the spirit itself; and the spiritualist
does not admit that he needs matter itself in order to think.

I had felt these conflicts at work within me before meeting them
on the outside. I knew them and it is through personal experience
that I knew how much one wears oneself down, and how uselessly, in

25 Andr6 Gide translated Blake's Marriage of Heaven and EeU m 1922.